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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sidmouth  Urban  District  Council 

5 

T  . 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  -ore sent  the  Annuel 
Report  on  the  Public  Health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  endinr 
31st  December,  1942.  J  ain^ 

.  He port  conforms  as  closely  as  possible 

with  the  requirements  laid  down  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  circuit 

20cy  ox  19th  July,  1940,  2604  of  24th  March,  1942,  and  277^  of  10th 
March,  1943 .  *  ,l- 

oxjCiIOI;  A._  j  tat  is  tics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area, 

acres 


Area  ■*.  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value  ...  0 . . 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Ratei.. 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


11242 
2990 
£94114 

£386.  1^.  9. 


Live  births  (Legitimate 

( Illegitimate 


Vital  statistics. 

Total 

HO" 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 


Still  births  (Legitimate 

(Illegitimate 

Rate  of  still  births  per  1,000 
total  (live  and  still)  births 


Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1  yr.of  age 

(Legitimate 

(Illegitimate 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  per 
1,000  live  births  = 

Death  rate  of  legitimate 
infants  per  1,000  live  births  = 


"9 

11.21 

Total 

— r~ 

0 

8.33 

Total 

'178 

16.79 

1 

Total 

7 

1 

67.22 

63,63 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)... 


•  • 

•  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  • 


Mai  0 

To“ 


Malo 

I 

0 


Malo 

~75 


Malo 

4 

1 


17 

Nil 

Nil 

1 


Fomalo 

~w~ 

3 


Female 

0 

0 


Fcmalo 

“  T02 


Fcnal  0 

3 

0 
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ACTION  B.  General  Provision  oi  Health  services. 
(a)  Council  Officials; 


Medical  Officers 
Sanitary  Inspector: 

Nursing  Services . 

Queen’s  Nurses 

District  Nurses: 


He- 1  th  Department . 

?;  L-  Perry,  D.3.O.,  D.P.H. 
Stanley  T.  Chard,  A.R.3.I. 


0>) 


Hies  E.  3 a  1  man,  J.R.N, 

iiiss  L.  Pocock,  3.R.N.  3.C0N 

Hiss  N.D.  Smith,  C.M.33. 

(^)  These  are  or o vised  by  the  Devon 

County  Council  Laboratory.  '  J  J 

(ii)  Ambulance  f.ac.ilities^  There  is  an  excellent  end  adequate 
ambulance  service  provided  by  the  Sidnouth  Division  of  tho 

ot  John's  Ambulance  Brigade  which  possesses  a  motor 
ambulance, 

( 1 1 1  i-A  _an^HoGpi tcJs .  The  ouccn's 

Nurse  and  District  Nurses  attend  to  cases  requiring 

Ghn^lri1?  lhe^.oxm  hornc3‘  These  nurses  also  attend  the 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  provide  ante-natal  services. 

The  up-to-date  local  hospital,  the  Victoria  Cottage 
Hospital,  provides  facilities  for  every  type  of  case 
requiring,  hospital  treatment.  It  is  affiliated  to  the 
Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital.  Infectious  cases  are  bv 
arran  ement  with  the  City  of  pjxeter  admitted  to  the  Whin  ton 
Isolation  Ho spital .  The  arrangement  by  v/hich  the 
maternitq^  beds  are  provided  at  the  Victoria  cot  tare  Hospital 
ftllT'n/?inalnS  unsatiGf actoiy ,  as  mentioned  in  ^  report" 

I  037  JLy^rX  * 

3ECTI0N  C.  sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1. ( i )  Water. 

The  water  supplying  the  roadside  drinking  fountain  known  os  the 
Lion’s  Mouth  has  been  cut  off  as  the  supply  was  found to  be 

ThoafountoinI?-and  for  hum?n  consumption  without  treatment. 

The  fountain  ij  an  old  one  and  since  it  was  put  up  the  am  frrvi 

whxch  the  water  is  teicn  has  been  built  over!  It  was  ?he?cforo 

considered  dangerous  to  continue  using  it. 

The  water  supply  at  Salcombe  Regis,  which  is  a  private  supply 
continues  to  be  unsatisfactory.  in  March  the  Aain  spring 

?nQ  a.f0illple  taIcen  from  the  point  where  the  water" 
bubbles  from  the  ground  gave  a  very  unsatisfactory 

bactenoiogicai  result.  This  spring  is  below  the  graveyard  and 
llJ  m  a  position  to  receive  contamination  from  tho  inhabited 

th-t  it  ^°„V11iaS! •  ,  A11  u?crs  of  thG  suPPly  have  been  warned 
th^t  it  i^  unsafe  to  dr  ini;  without  boiling.  Immediately 

conditions  permit  work  to  be  undertaken  on  a  new  supply  for 
oal combe  Regis  village  the  matter  must  be  dealt  with.  "  I 
consider  this  should  be  one  of  the  first  works  undertaken  after 
the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  3  ewer  age 

No  alteration  to  report. 

2*  Rivers  and  streams. 
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No  alteration  to  report. 


3.  (1)  Closet  AccommodationT 

*  » 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’ o  Report. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

No  alteration  to  report. 

(-iii- )  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  tabular  statement. 

(iv)  Shops  and  OfficeBf 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  tabular  report, 

ly).  ■Camping  Sites. 

*■ 

(a)  Number  of  sites  used  for  camping  purposes  during  1942  was  nil. 

(b)  No  licences  in  respect  of  camping  cites  were  issued  by  the 
local  authority  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 

(c)  No  campers  were  resident  in  the  area  during  1942. 

(vi)  3m  ole  e  Abatement. 

No  occasion  for  action  has  arisen. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  P00I3. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  district. 

c  * 

t  »  w  .  •  ,  V*  .  •'  •  •  •  » 

(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

n  •  ’  •_  ' 

A  complaint  was  received  from  the  occupier  of  a  small  working  class 
house  that  bugs  had  been  seen  in  the  bedroom.  On  inspection  no 
evidence  was  observed,  but  as  a  precaution  the  bedroons  were 
treated  by  spraying  with  zaldecido  after  easing  the  skirtings 
architraves  etc.,  and  all  bedding  out  through  the  stoam 
disinfector.  No  recurrenco  has  been  observed. 

41  Schools . 

No  change  to  report. 

SECTION  D.  Housing. 

•  •  * 

S.'e  Sanitary  Inspector ’3  Report. 

SECTION  E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food, 

See  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

SUCTION  F. Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases., 


Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during  1942  (Excluding  Tuberculosis^. 


Disease 

Total  Oases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths  - 

Enteric  Fever 

5 

5 

. 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

«■ 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

Measles 

8 

-  3  - 

1 

mm 

S 

\  *- 

Five  ca3eo  of  typhoid  occurred  in  one  household.  The  first  case  was 
an  ambulatory  one  in  an  elderly  man.  The  second  was  his  wife  who 
looked  after  him  and  became  seriously  ill,  but  enteric  was  not 
diagnosed  until  a,fter  she  had  been  admitted  to  the  Royal  Devon  & 
Exeter  Hospital.  By  that  time  three  other  persons  in  the  house  had 
acquired  the  infection.  The  phage  type  of  all  was  found  to  be  3.1. 
Cases  of  El  had  recently  occurred  in  and  around  Exeter,  but  no 
connection  could  be  definitely  proved 

5.  TUBERCULOSIS . 

Hew  Cases  and  Mortality,  1942, 


Hew  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods,  Respiratory .Hon-Respiratory .  Respiratory. Hon-Respiratory , 
_ _ r. _ H.  F . M. Xi 11.  F. 

1  -  -  - 

Z  -  i  -  -  i 

15  -  l  - 

25  -  l  - 

35  -  2  4  -  1 

45  -  2  1 

55  -  -  -  -  i 

65  &  upwards  -  1  - 


Totals  5  7 


4 


1  1 


appendix  II 


Statistics  provided  by  the  Registrar-General. 

Total  Deaths  1942  ...  178 


Causes  of  Death. 


1,  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  System 

13.  Cancer,  Buccal  Cavity , Oesophagus ,  Uterus 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

15.  Cancer  of  the  Breast 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17.  Diabetes 

lo.  Intracranial  vascular  Lesions 

19.  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

21.  Bronchitis 

22.  Pneumonia 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum. 

25*  Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

2o.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive  disec.ses 

2o.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  &  post-abortive  sepsis 

31.  Premature  birth 

32.  Congenital  deibility 
35.  Other  violent  causes 
3$.  All  other  causes 


2 

1 


4 

1 

8 

25 

10 

3 

2 

mm 

1 

mm 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

10 


76 


F. 


1 

i 

5 

* 

1 

22 

33 

9 

3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

m 

1 

1 

7 


102 


sneral  Register  Office,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Somerset  House,  Your  obedient  servant, 

London,  W.C.2.  E.  L,  PERRY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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DIDMOUTH  UR3.JI  DI3TRICT  COUNCIL. 


bA NITAS?  INSPECTOR  *  3  ANNUAL  REPORT  .  1942. 

T  :>  3  L  B  I 
VISITS.  INTERVIEWS  STQ^ 

GENERAL  'JAKITATIQN  No,  of  Vi 3 its 


Water  Supply 

Drainage 

Tents  p  Vans  8:  Sheds 

Bakehouses 

Accumulations  8:  Deposits 

Rats  &  Mice 

i  vi  f? 

. .  11 

.  32 

o  ■ 

.  3 

.  I 

. .  2 

\ 

. .  Nil 

. .  Nil 

Animals  improperly  kept 

.  4 

Kt 

.  5 

Interviews  &  Appointments 

infectious  jIqU.jB 

Enquiries  in  cases  of  I.D.  . . 

Visits  re  disinfection  . 

Visits  (other  diseases)  . . . 

COWSH35D3.  MXIK  3H0P0  &  DAIRIES 

Visits  to  cowsheds  . .  ....«** 

Visits  to  dairies  &  milk  shops  . . . . . 

FOOD  3H0P3  8c  SLAUGHTERHOUSES . 

Visits  to  food  shops  . . 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  . . . . 


12 

1? 

2 


17 

4 


housing. 

Visits  under  Housing  &  Public  Health  Acts  «•••••••••  7 

Visits  re  verminous  premises  . . .  *5 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  . . .  21 

(including  change  of  tenancy  of  council  Houses) 


T  n  3  L.  A — IJLs. 


Complaints  received 
iTuisances  abated 

1TOTI0E3  JERVED  &  COMPLIED  WITH 

Statutory  Notices  served 
'statutory  Notices  complied  with 


DRAINAGE 

Number  of  complete  new  house  drainage  systems 
Number  of  house  drainage  systems  repaired #  relaid  or 

extended 


Number  of 
Number  of 


new  W.C .  s 
old  W.C.s 


or  other  closets  replaced  with  new 


15 

12 


1 

Nil 


1 

10 

1 

2 
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DISINFECTION, 


Number  of  premises  disinfected 
Number  of  premises  disinfected 
Number  of  promises  disinfected 
Bedding  or  clothing  disinfected 
3edding  or  clothing  disinfected 
Bedding  or  clothing  disinfected 


after  I.D. 
after  T.B. 

after  other  diseases 
in  Steam  Disinfector  after  I.D. 
in  Steam  Disinfector  after  T.B. 
in  steam  Disinfector  after 
other  diseases 


Bedding  or  clothing  destroyed  (lots) 


18 

25 

3 


34 

2 


TBTSOU1D  FOOD  , 

The  f ollov/ing  amounts  of  unsound  food  were  condemned  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  for  either  destruction  or  salvage.” 


Meat  &  meat  products 


92  tins 

1  cv/t  22\  lbs. 


Fruit  &  vegetable  products  89  tins 

56  lbs  raisins 


Fish  &  fish  products 
Milk 


18  tins 
62  tins 


Also  850  lbs  cheese 
8  sacks  flour 


MTTiTC  SMHPLE3. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  3 
Number  of  samples  passed  methylene  blue  test  3 
Number  of  samples  taken  for  tuberculosis  1 
Humber  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  - 
Number  of  samples  found  to  be.  negative  1 
Number  of  samples  found  to  be  inconclusive 


HOUSING 

3U1MARY 

.  .  *  *  *  ■  r  *  + 

Demolished  Closed 

Reconditioned 

Total 

•  / 

Houses  dealt  with 
previous  to  this  year 

62 

10 

6l 

133 

Houses  dealt  with 
during  1941 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Clearance  Areas 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Individual  Houses 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Houses  reconditioned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

62 

10 

6l 

t 

•  *  *  •  * 

133 

,  -  *  »  y  * 

Owing  to  the  receipt  of  Circular  1866  issued  on  the  8th  December  1939 
and  the  fact  that  all  our  slum  clearance  programmes  had  been  carried 
out ,  no  work  has  been  done  under  the  Housing  Act,  193®* 


CO  u  Tv. ’ 


. 
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' 
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